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Paul Konerko in his last at-bat in 2013 -- and maybe his last with the White Sox.
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After 15 seasons, 427 home runs, 2,200 hits and a key role on the team’s first World Series title in 88 years, Paul

Konerko’s time with the Chicago White Sox might be coming to an end.

Longtime fans understand the reality.

“He’s been counted on for years and years,” said George Vogel of Richmond, Va., as the Sox played their final homestand of the

season. “But I think that his time has come.”

Konerko, who turns 38 in March, is a free agent at the end of the season, and many people don’t see a role for him on the White

Sox as they go through a rebuilding process. 

He told reporters that he would take a month at the end of the season to make any decision regarding his future. Many experts

suspect he will choose to retire. 

“I’d be really surprised if he didn’t,” said Dan McGrath, former Chicago Tribune sports editor, “the last year and a half have been

really tough on him.”

Konerko battled through injuries for most of 2013, which was his worst season statistically since his rookie season in 1998.

“I think it’s an accumulation of age and injuries. He’s had a lot of ailments that really affect you as a hitter,” McGrath said. “He was

always a dead fastball hitter and there are a lot of straight fastballs he just can’t catch up with.” 

While Konerko’s best days may be behind him and his future with the White Sox is in doubt, his legacy is secure. 
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“I think Konerko’s legacy is one of longetivity and consistency,” said Richard Smiley of the Society for American Baseball
Research. “He was constantly improving as a hitter, and toward the end of his career he was a much better hitter than he was at the
beginning.” 

Konerko has posted some impressive career numbers. Though they might not meet the standards of the Hall of Fame, he never got
the national recognition of some of his peers. 

Konerko’s best season was in 2005, but he was overshadowed by players like Alex Rodriguez, David Ortiz and Manny Ramirez,
each of whom have subsequently been accused of steroid use. 

Konerko never sought, nor did he receive, much national recognition, but ironically that might have endeared him more to
Chicagoans. 

“People in Chicago really identified with how much he cared and how hard he tried,” McGrath said. “He’s a lunch pail guy; came
every day, always ready to play.”

Even when the White Sox are good they have a tendency to be overlooked nationally, a feeling that many people who live on the
South Side can relate to. Konerko fits that standard like a glove. He was, and still is, the quiet leader who epitomized the South
Side.

“He does his job quietly, he grinds it out,” said longtime Sox fan Steve Cosme. “If he’s hurt he plays through it. He’s what South
Siders are like. What Sox fans are like.” 
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