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The pension reform that passed both houses of the General Assembly on Tuesday, and has the promise of both Gov. Pat Quinn's signature
and a lawsuit calling it unconstitutional, far from settles the problem.

Grab a Snickers, because the fight over pension reform is far from over
by PATRICK ROTH
Dec 04, 2013
After years of inaction, the Illinois General Assembly passed a bill that overhauls the state’s

woefully underfunded pension system on Tuesday.

The bill would close a $100 billion pension shortfall over the next 30 years. It has the support of Gov. Quinn,

who said he would sign the bill into law, House Speaker Madigan and several prominent Republicans and

Democrats from both houses of the legislature.

So ... we’re good now, right? The pension crisis is over?

Hell no. You might want to grab a snack; the fight over pension reform is far from over.

“We will go to court,” said Aviva Bowen, the director of communications for the Illinois Federation of

Teachers. “This bill is illegal and it saves nothing.”

The Illinois Federation of Teachers is just one member of a coalition of public service unions that has vowed
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to take legal action against the state if and when the bill becomes law, on the grounds that it is

unconstitutional.

Illinois’ Constitution contains language that effectively guarantees pension and retirement rights and prohibits

these benefits from being “diminished or impaired.”

Supporters of the bill are quick to point out that since the state would be contributing extra money to the

pension system, the amount that would be withheld from state workers’ paychecks would be reduced.

“The key component is that active workers wouldn’t have to contribute as much,” said state Rep. Michael

McAuliffe, a Northwest Side Republican who voted for the bill. “The decrease in the contribution is a key

factor.”

The possibility that the bill could technically be considered illegal is not the only problem it faces.

While the bill is projected to save Illinois more than $100 billion in pension costs over the next 30 years, the

problem is that the state owes more than $300 billion. So even if the bill is constitutional, the pension systems

are still underfunded to the tune of $200 billion.

One of the few things everyone agrees on is that something needs to be done.

“I believe that this is the best possible compromise we could achieve,” said state Rep. Kelly Cassidy, a Far

North Side Democrat who voted for the bill. “It is clear that our state’s fiscal situation is beyond dire.”

State Rep. La Shawn Ford, a West Side Democrat who opposed the bill, echoed that sentiment.

“We can’t be a state that ignores a problem of this magnitude,” he said. “We have to keep working. We

cannot ignore we need to put money into the system.”
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