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For 132 years, Schaller's Pump has been at 37th and Halsted.

132 years later, Schaller's Pump is still 'a nice, happy place'
by PATRICK ROTH
Oct 22, 2013

In 1881, James Garfield was president of the United States, Carter Harrison Sr. was the mayor of Chicago
and Schaller’s Pump opened for business at 37th and Halsted.

Garfield and Harrison have both been dead for more than a century and now have streets named after them.
Schaller’s is still open. Run by the same family. Same location. 

“To tell you the truth,” said Jack Schaller, the owner of Schaller’s since 1966, “it’s the oldest restaurant in
Chicago. My grandfather started it in 1881.”

Over the course of its 132-year history the bar has seen countless blue-collar workers from the Stock Yards
and factories come in during their lunch break or on their way home from work. Jimmy Stewart walked thru its
doors in “Call Northside 777.” Bill Veeck and Richard J. Daley frequently stopped by for a few beers.
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For some, Schaller’s Pump is inexorably linked with Daley and all of the other politicians who have come out

of Chicago’s 11th Ward. The bar is, after all, located across the street from the 11th Ward Office.

But Schaller’s is first and foremost a neighborhood joint. 

“Because the politicians hung out here, everyone thought it was a politician’s place,” said Jill Nolan, Jack

Schaller’s daughter, who has worked at the bar for more than 40 years. “And it really wasn’t.” 

Out-of-town political journalists would make pilgrimages to Schaller’s, where they’d write articles on Chicago

politics, making frequent use of the word “clout,” without ever having a firm understanding of what that word

meant. 

Whatever clout there is at Schaller’s is reserved for the regulars.

“I personally believe that base of the bar’s business has always been the working people of the

neighborhood, from a lot of neighborhoods all over the city,” Nolan said. 

Schaller’s is a local tavern that feels like a local tavern. That is a feeling that is increasingly hard to find at a

bar in Chicago. 

The people who work behind the bar know all the regulars names, and if you’re new, it won’t be long before

they know yours as well.

“It exemplifies the great neighborhood that we are,” said Ald. James Balcer, who grew up in the area.

The neighborhood has changed a lot over 132 years, as all things are bound to do. The Stockyards are

closed. Comiskey has come and gone. What was once a working-class neighborhood is becoming a

destination for young couples and college students.

But at Schaller’s some things never change.

“It’s just a nice little happy place to come to,” Nolan said. “No frills, you know, but that’s how we like it. You

feel like you’re sitting at your kitchen table but you don’t have to cook or clean up.”

“All we ask,” she said, “is that you please pay your check.”
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