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The Pazzo's Express in the Ralph H. Metcalfe Federal Building is currently closed. It is one of several businesses affected by the government

shutdown.

Local businesses feeling effects of government shutdown
by PATRICK ROTH
Oct 15, 2013

The only sound coming from the food court at the Ralph H. Metcalfe Federal Building is the hum
of neon signs. 

Pazzo’s is closed. So is Subway. And Grillers is closing. It is a little after 2 p.m. on the 10th day of the
government shutdown, a scene repeated in the ensuing days. 

“No one is here,” shrugs Lorenza Estrada, who owns Grillers. “Business is down.”

The federal government shutdown is in its second week and the effects of the shutdown are beginning to be
felt by local businesses as well as federal employees.

“It does impact business,” said Toni Lee, the senior operations manager for the Standard Parking garage
across the street from the Kluczynski Building. “It is absolutely noticeable, parking is down in excess of 75 to
100 people.”

Congress was unable to reach an agreement on federal spending for the upcoming fiscal year that started on
Oct. 1. This left most federal agencies without money to operate. Any employee deemed non-essential was
furloughed, meaning they won’t be paid until Congress reaches an agreement on spending. 
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“It’s taking money out of the economy,” said Michael Mezey, a political science professor at DePaul
University. “There are about a million people who are effectively out of work right now.”

More than 800,000 federal employees were initially furloughed, though some of them have been called back.

The results of the shutdown are beginning to be felt by several large companies in the private sector. The
heads of the AFL-CIO, United Way and the U.S. Chamber of Commerce released a letter addressed to
President Obama and Congress urging them to find a way to end the shutdown.

“While we may disagree on priorities for federal polices, we are in complete agreement that the current
shutdown is harmful,” the letter states. “No one benefits from the current shutdown.”

Federal employees have warned that the longer the shutdown continues, the more people it will effect. 

“This is going to start impacting more and more people,” warned Brent Barron, the president of the American
Federation of Government Employees Local 648, at a rally in Federal Plaza on Tuesday.

“Most people are saying, ‘Big deal, this doesn’t impact us.’ It is going to impact you,” Barron said. “You need
to call Congress and tell them to come to their senses.”

The politics behind the shutdown are no longer of interest to the people who have been affected by it. They
just want to see the situation resolved.

“Take the federal employees out of this fight,” Barron said. “All we want to do is come out and do our job.” 

The House of Representatives on Tuesday evening delayed a vote on whether to reopen the government.

“The conventional wisdom says that Congress should act,” Mezey said. “But we thought that would be the
case a week ago.”
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Federal employees protest the government shutdown in Federal Plaza on Tuesday.
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